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AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission 

FROM: Ken Hibl, City Manager 

DATE: December 27, 2017 

RE: Recognition, Tribute & Honor – Mr. Willard (Bill) Koch 
 

For the Agenda of January 2, 2018                 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Background:   The City lost Mr. Willard (Bill) Koch, a life-long Clare resident; one of its 

long-time business leaders; and one of its strong community leaders on December 14, 

2017.  A copy of  Bill’s obituary is attached.  The City Commission is asked to formally 

recognize, pay tribute to, and honor the eminent life and civic service of Bill Koch.    

 

Issues & Questions Specified:  Should the City Commission formally recognize, honor, 

and pay tribute to the life and service of Mr. Bill Koch? 

  

Alternatives: 

1. Formally recognize Bill. 

2. Do not recognize Bill. 

3. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

 

Financial Impact:  Insignificant – the cost of resolution frame. 

 

Recommendation:  I recommend the City Commission recognize, honor, and pay tribute 

to Bill Koch by adoption of Resolution 2018-001. 

  

Attachments:  

1. Obituary. 

2. Resolution 2018-001. 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION  2018-001 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION FORMALLY 

RECOGNIZING, PAYING TRIBUTE TO, AND HONORING THE LIFE AND CIVIC 

SERVICE OF MR. WILLARD “BILL” KOCH.  

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Bill Koch, a life-long resident of the City of Clare since 1924, a 

World War II distinguished veteran, a highly respected and renown business owner, a 

prominent and esteemed community  leader, a much-loved husband, father, and grandfather, 

and a friend to many passed away on Thursday, December 14, 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Clare City Commission, on behalf of the residents of the 

City of Clare and the Greater Clare Area Community, formally offer its heartfelt condolences 

to the family and friends of Mr. Bill Koch and recognize, honor, and pay tribute to him and 

his many accomplishments, and achievements and for his extraordinary military and civic 

service; and  

  

WHEREAS, Bill was known to everyone in the local area for his intense passion and 

commitment to Clare and to all who lived within the City; for his distinguished seven years of 

service as an elected city commissioner of Clare; for his six years of strong leadership as the 

Mayor of Clare during the seven-year period he served as an elected official; for his 

accomplishments and achievements during his tenure as an elected official – and in particular 

for the many infrastructure improvements made that helped to ensure Clare’s economic 

future; and for his many decades of accomplishment as a successful downtown Clare business 

owner.     
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, on behalf of the residents of the 

City of Clare and the Greater Clare Area Community, the Mayor and Clare City Commission 

hereby formally recognizes Mr. William “Bill” Koch and the exemplary, distinguished, and 

honorable life he lived. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Commission hereby designates 

Friday, the 5
th

 day of January 2018 as an official day of honor, tribute, recognition, and 

remembrance within the City of Clare commemorating the eminent life of Mr. Bill Koch.   

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner ___________ and supported by 

Commissioner _________.  The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call 

vote: 

 

YEAS:          

 

NAYS:              

 

ABSENT:     

     

Resolution approved for adoption on this 2
nd

 day of January 2018. 

 

_______________________________ 

          Diane Lyon, City Clerk 


